
LibCast – BROADBAND CINEMA 
 
 

Henrik Fink Isaksen 
 

Århus Public Libraries; IT & Kommunikation Nørrebrogade 34 -36, 8000 Århus, DENMARK.  
Email: hfi@bib.aarhus.dk  

 
 
In 2003 Aarhus Public Libraries initiated a project on digital film presentation in 
cooperation with The Danish Film Institute, DBC Media A/S and Aarhus County 
Council for Education. The project runs until 1 May 2007 and receives financial support 
from the Development Pool for Public and School Libraries.  
LibCast is the first Video-on-Demand project in Danish public libraries and consequently 
quite a lot of time has been spent on persuading the rights owners to accept the concept 
(content, distribution, contract models and ‘safe’ technology).  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As the infrastructure of the Internet is developing and it has become possible to transmit even 
fairly large files via the net, new cultural-political opportunities have also arisen for offering 
library users new types of media which were unthinkable just a couple of years ago.  
The Danish public libraries have for many years had a ‘public service’ task which one might 
compare to e.g. that of the National Broadcasting Company. The libraries have had to ensure 
citizens’ access to analogous information and cultural products in the form of printed books 
and journals as well as mediation of music via analogous and digital media. The latest Danish 
library act extends this obligation to also include access to the Internet and access to digital 
resources in the libraries for the public. Whatever the media, the public libraries are obliged 
not only to offer mainstream material – but to make sure that also the more marginal 
publications are available.  
The LibCast project is designed to act as such an institutional ‘public service’ distribution 
network for all types of moving pictures, i.e. short feature and documentary films, films of 
local history, full length feature productions and educational materials.  
Four libraries and four upper secondary schools in the county of Aarhus participated in the 
first phase of the project.  The reason why the number of users was so small to begin with is 
partly that it is easier to enter into agreements with the rights owners for a relatively small 
number of users, partly the possibility of testing the effect of simultaneous initiatives.  From 
May 2005 the project was modified: today it is solely a library project involving libraries in 
Aarhus, Silkeborg, Randers and Copenhagen. 
 
CONTENT 
 
To make the films available, it is of course necessary to reach an agreement with the rights 
owners, or the material might for various reasons be exempt of copyright restrictions.  
The Danish Film Institute has a large portfolio of features and documentaries, and the core 
users are schools and libraries. Through many years of experience with promotion of videos, 
especially in relation to the public libraries, DBC Media A/S (Danish Bibliographical Centre) 
has established contacts and made agreements with the commercial film market.  
There has also been a degree of outreach work going on in relation to film workshops and 
educational environments, and agreements have been made on films from the non-established 
film environment. 



On 1 May 2005 150 films were available via the LibCast project, and the number is 
increasing steadily.  
The rights owners take a great interest in the project, and their particular angle centres round a 
more advanced tool for collecting statistics which may help to illustrate user-behavioural 
patterns.  
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Up till now the most common format for the storing of ‘master bands’ at the suppliers is an 
analogous Beta-format. This must be digitised, that is to say converted into a digital file. 
When the film is digitised it is also given a DRMcode (Digital Rights Management) which 
protects the file against illegal copying and ensures that only endorsed users can get access to 
the films.  Subsequently the films are catalogued and divided into genres. At the moment the 
following genres are available:  

• Short features  
• Animation films  
• Documentaries  
• Information films  
• Full length features  
• Educational films 
• Films of local history 

The films are categorised like any the other media material in the library catalogue and 
enhanced with all information available about the film itself (summary, performers, 
instructors, duration etc.). Notes and search tools make it easier for the users to find exactly 
the information they need.  
Following the cataloguing process, the films are streamed for the users to be able to access 
them via the Internet.  Windows Media Player is required: the data are sent in a continuous 
stream to the PC and the film can be watched either on a PC or a television screen.  
The quality depends on the Internet connection: all films are streamed in three qualities: 256 
Kbit, 512 Kbit and 1 Mbit. 1Mbit provides a quality on a par with a DVD.  
 
PERSPECTIVES 
 
Hopefully, the project will provide valid experience for the further development of future 
distribution channels for digital media in the Danish library sector, just as it could form the 
basis for cooperation across knowledge institutions working with the film media (apart from 
libraries, for example archives, museums and educational institutions).  
The next step for the project will be to reach agreements with the archives of the two national 
television channels, to make it possible to offer library users online access to old television 
broadcasts.  
However, the core perspective of the LibCast project is to reach the end-users before the 
project is brought to an end two years from now.  The vision is that during the spring of 2007, 
20,000 Aarhus households will gain free access to streamed films via the Aarhus Public 
Libraries website.  
 


