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1. Why a video news in Latin language 
 
The idea to realize a scientific video news in Latin language is born from the consciousness of 
the deep-rooted relation between the humanistic and scientific culture.  In fact they both 
stimulate the inductive and deductive reasoning in young people, helping them to find the 
appropriated instruments to deeply comprehend the world they live in. Therefore Latin and 
Science studies are not in contrast, since they can both be cooperative instruments for the 
knowledge promotion. 
 
Since few years ago, students studied very hard because they thought that this could lead them  
to a good professional activity. In this sense, Latin and Science were considered as an 
important part of the education of an individual, even if not directly related to the working 
world. 
 
On the contrary, nowadays young people are really conscious that study and work are not 
parallel any more, so they do not understand why they are required to apply in studying 
subjects that can not immediately use.  
 
Therefore, more and more often students are not strongly motivated, not understanding the 
importance and the scope of their study. It is hard to explain young people the ideological and 
ethical reasons, since they mostly base their lives on present needs, not understanding how the 
application in studying, and the consequent knowledge, can mould the mind of the individual. 
Youngsters want immediately understand what they need to study in relation of their 
experiences. As a consequence of this, teachers feel confused and they are not able to face 
these doubts, even because of a lack of appropriated didactic instruments. 
 
I do teach in an Italian Scientific High school: through the everyday relationship with students 
I face the big prejudice they have against Latin, especially in the first classes. Often happens 
that students ask questions on the utility of Latin, especially in relation with the choice of a 
Scientific High School:  
“Ok with the study of Maths, Physics, Science, but why do we need to study Latin?  
Isn’t it a fundamental subject of a Classical High School?  
So, why do we need to study Latin if we made a different school choice?”.  
Therefore, Latin teachers have to do a hard job because they must follow the ministerial 
programs, but they also have to relate with students so barely motivated in learning such 
language. 
 
Final years classes have a better attitude to Latin. This is only because they start to study 
Latin literature, and this is felt as a real liberation from the study of Latin grammar. How 
many times the sentence “Latin opens your mind” has been heard? This sentence can not be 



   

understood by students who have to work every day at Latin translations and Latin grammar 
tests. 
 
Sometimes, only at the end of the scholar course, youth understand that, thanks to Latin, they 
have acquired a mental form and a shrewdness of mind helping them at the University or in 
the working world. 
Teachers’ aim is instead to demonstrate to students how the study of Latin grammar can have 
an immediate application. In fact, there is a deep relation between Latin and Science. This is 
because the most of scientific words derive from Latin, the fathers of Science spoke this 
language, but above all because Latin has the same peculiarity of rational organization and 
practical application to reality. Classical languages, defined as synthetic, are the basis of 
scientific language, allowing a wide-ranging view on all the human sciences.  
 
Latin allows to better comprehend scientific thoughts and to communicate them to the world 
in an easy and effective way.  
 
Student’s approach to Science is not much better: it often suffers from a superficial attitude, 
typical of the scientific didactics, depending on the school levels. In fact, Science teachers are 
often minimized, with the presumptuousness that it is sufficient to give to students some 
notions and data to stimulate their scientific interest. Obviously, the comprehension of 
Science can not come from a superficial and mnemonic study: data need to be punctually 
verified through experiments, observations and analysis. The reason of this approach is the 
lack of time. In fact, in the Italian Scientific High Schools 10 hours a week are used for the 
explanation of notions, application of formulas and tests, so that there is not time enough for 
the laboratory experimentation. In this way students can not acquire the scientific method and 
language.  
 
Study of Science should not be based on the scientific theories learned from a book just to 
obtain good marks, but it should be considered as a necessary instrument to comprehend the 
world around us.  
 
Today technology has a very important role in our lives, even if it is not always used as an 
educational and instructive element in the communication between people and environments. 
The ReNS Video project aims at the valorisation of technology as tool for the education. 
Therefore ICT is used as a support for education, especially for the communication between 
students and teachers.  
 
Thanks to the collaboration of the Sant’Anna Institute with the Dschola Association (dealing 
with the application of ICT in didactics from many years) a school team and I  have realized 
the “ReNS Video” project, consisting in spreading a scientific video news in Latin language 
every month on the school web-site (www.istituto-santanna.it/ReNS). 
 
The ReNS Video (acronym of  RES NOVA Scientiae Video) project is based on the 
correlation between scientific and humanistic culture through the application of ICT and aims 
to answer to the more and more pressing requests of the direct study application in reality. 
 
2. Organization 
 
ReNS Video lies on a very precise organization, structured as a journalistic staff, where 
everybody has a specific role. It is a pyramidal organization as follows:  



   

- Video News Editor and his assistant: supervision of the overall work to assure its 
seriousness 

- Members of the editorial staff: divided into scientific teams according to their interests 
and competences (biology, chemistry, Earth science, medicine, astronomy, and so on). 
Each copyreader has to find scientific news for  

- Scientific Teams Editors in chief (one for each team): assurance of the reliability and 
interest of the news, and organization of the working phases.  

 
Members of the staff are invited to change their team every month, in order that each student 
can apply to every scientific area. Collaboration in the staff is very important, like the 
welcome and integration of new students in the staff.  
 
Students are the real protagonists of the project: teachers only help in the organization of the 
staff and in the work supervision and correction. 
 
3. Work process  
 
The editorial staff seeks scientific news using all the available sources. Usually their survey 
focuses on specialized magazines, nevertheless are also considered news spread through 
common means of communication which often constitute the secondary source of the 
scientific news. In such case, news selection and analysis becomes crucial, in order to verify 
the news’ reliability. 
 
Once verified the news meets both popular interest and truthfulness, then comes the analysis 
in terms of understanding the scientific content, in order to layout the article in a journalistic 
shape, respecting synthesis and clarity. 
 
The further drafting phase consists in the translation of the article in Latin language. The 
students, in charge of this task from time to time, are asked to analyse the text on the basis of 
logical and language rules before translating it in Latin language.  
 
The difficulties that are often met during the translation are easily overcome through three 
different approaches:  

- using Modern Latin Dictionaries (i.e. the Lexicon Recentis Latinitatis by the Vatican 
Library) 

- comparatively consulting on the Internet, where often the texts of the fathers of the 
Science can be found in their original language 

- instigating the imagination and creating neologisms or circumlocutions that 
immediately identify the semantic circle of terms (i.e. Index: spatium ad praecipuas 
investigationes). 

 
The most enjoyable part, which is the final one, consisting in reading the video news in front 
of the camera and finally publishing on-line their work, have shown how this could stimulate 
a big sense of reliability and professionalism, helping students to win their unavoidable 
embarrass. Such a task is under the responsibility of the technical school staff, in charge of 
recording, editing and publishing of the news on the web site. 
 
Through working together, both students and teachers have become a real team, and 
cooperating for reaching the same objective have demonstrated how the learning process is 
not always monotonous and boring but, with some good wish, also constructive and amusing. 



   

 
4. RENS for not studying Cicero? 
 
The objective of the video news is not to replace the study of Latin and Science through a 
winning activity dissuading the students from the systematic study of both subjects: it is  
believed in fact that students strongly need to learn theoretical concepts in order to reach their 
empirical application. 
Neither the video news can be considered a deceitful way for forcing the students to study 
Latin, as they are perfectly aware of detecting serious initiatives, suitable for their demands of 
understanding and close examination. 
The choice of Latin as a popular scientific news language is not dealing with the large number 
of erudite gratification examples tending to transform Latin knowledge in a sort of elitist 
possession. On the contrary, and because it is studied everywhere, it is strongly believed that 
Latin has to become, as deserved, one of the most proper international languages for the 
popularisation and the communication between countries with different cultures and 
languages.  
On these premises, Latin would be enriched by new contingent perspectives, because it could 
be considered - if constantly used - a communication medium as any other language.   
 
5. Obtained results 
 
Thanks to ReNS Video project our students have found an effective reason for the study 
application: they have verified, through a direct experience, how the constant work and the 
study in depth of notions can improve themselves and their own culture, in addition to the 
school marks. 
 
Therefore, with ReNS students have found an actual reason to study Science and Latin 
subjects, since they are consciousness to be protagonists of their education. They have 
realized that school is an absolutely necessary instrument for their education.  
 
In other words, it has been demonstrated both that students slowly changed from passive to 
active protagonists of didactics, and that they acquired proper scientific language and method 
hardly reachable with the only study of theory. 
 
6. Future developments 
 
ReNS Video is aiming at overcoming its characteristics of isolated phenomenon, but on the 
contrary is tending to the following goals:  
 

- meeting and collaboration with other Italian and foreign schools, in order to create a 
collaboration network for sharing news and enriching our journalistic staff work. A 
cooperation proposal from an American college has been sent through an e-mail 
written in Latin. This is the proof of how Latin is a real international language. 

- realization of an on-line Latin course, based on the articles written and spread by our 
staff. 

- finding other channels for the video news. The Turin University is available for 
spreading ReNS Video through its digital television channel, developed within the 
Extracampus project. At the present time, the University digital television channel 
streams not only institutional contents on University-related subjects, but also cultural, 
scientific and didactic formats.  


